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Abstract Article History
Purpose — This study explores the pedagogical approaches and Received  11January 2024
curricula adopted by Islamic schools in Indonesia to prepare students ReVised éz “J"Lirdz‘ozch”'
as future leaders of a civil society, known as "Masyarakat Madani.” Given  accepteda 26 August 2024
the critical role of education in shaping future leaders, the study

investigates how these schools integrate democratic values, social

justice, and active citizenship into their educational practices.
Methods/Design/Approach — Employing an exploratory case study

design, this research examines selected Islamic schools renowned for

fostering leadership qualities and civic engagement among students.

Data were collected through semi-structured interviews, classroom

observations, and document analysis. Participants included teachers,

school principals, and alumni from five Islamic schools.

Findings — The study identifies innovative pedagogical strategies that

Islamic schools use to embed Masyarakat Madani principles in their

curricula. These include integrating religious teachings with secular

subjects and emphasizing collaborative learning and interactive

discussions. Extracurricular activities such as debates, scouting, and

student organizations play a significant role in developing leadership

skills and active citizenship. However, challenges such as limited

resources and insufficient government support were also noted.

Originality/Value — This research contributes to the literature on

Islamic education by highlighting the potential of Islamic schools in

Indonesia to produce leaders who are oriented towards civil society.

The study offers practical insights into how these schools can overcome

existing challenges and enhance their role in fostering inclusive and

sustainable education.

Practical Implications — The findings suggest that Islamic schools could

serve as models for integrating civic values into education. To optimize

outcomes, increased financial support, teacher training, and

community involvement are recommended. Effective wuse of

technology in teaching could further strengthen the application of

Masyarakat Madani values in daily life.
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1. Introduction

Education plays a crucial role in shaping future leaders and creating a civil society, often
referred to as 'Masyarakat Madani." This term originates from the Arabic word '‘Madina,
which means ‘city’ or ‘civilization." In the Indonesian context, Masyarakat Madani refers to
a civil society founded on the principles of democracy, social justice, and active citizenship.
This concept has become central to discussions on political and social development in
Indonesia. However, its implementation in the education sector has yet to receive adequate
attention. This research aims to explore the innovative approaches adopted by Islamic
schools in preparing their students as future leaders of Masyarakat Madani.

Several researchers have highlighted significant changes in the curriculum and teaching
methods in Islamic schools, focusing on Islamic identity, spirituality, tolerance, and
democratic governance (Arsyad & Rama, 2019; Santoso, 2014; Zainuddin, 2018). Studies
demonstrate the contribution of Islamic educational institutions to national moral
development and character education (B., 2009; [zzah, 2018), while others assess the role
of Islamic education teachers in shaping a civil society through non-formal education
(Ishak et al, 2021). The importance of education that includes social, cultural, and civic
aspects is also emphasized (Ibrahim, 2012; Khalis, 2014).

Researchers stress the balance between knowledge and spirituality and the role of moral
education in facing modermnity (Charis & Nuryansah, 2015; Gani, 2015). The importance of
value education in shaping the morals of the younger generation and building a tolerant
and pluralistic society is underscored (Ilma & Alfian, 2020; Wahyu, 2020). The need for
educational reform in Islamic education and the adaptation of Islamic institutions in local
social and cultural contexts is highlighted (Kadir et al,, 2023; Rochmat, 2002). Finally, there
is a suggestion for inclusive Islamic education in elementary schools, oriented towards the
values of Masyarakat Madani (Jenuri, 2016).

Indonesian madrasahs, with their long history, have played a significant role in shaping
the moral, intellectual, and civic abilities of students through an education system that
integrates religious and secular teachings. However, their role in developing future leaders
of civil society is often overlooked in academic literature. This study argues that the unique
pedagogical strategies and curricula employed in Islamic schools may offer valuable
insights for broader discussions on leadership education and the formation of Masyarakat
Madani.

Utilizing a case study methodology, this research delves into the specific educational
practices and philosophical foundations of strategies implemented by Islamic schools. It
presents an in-depth examination of selected Islamic schools known for fostering
leadership qualities and civic engagement among their students. Through a combination
of semi-structured interviews, classroom observations, and document analysis, this study
aims to provide a holistic understanding of these practices.

The primary objectives of this study are threefold: first, to investigate how Islamic
schools in Indonesia conceptualize and operationalize the principles of Masyarakat Madani
in their pedagogical practices and curricula; second, to analyze the effectiveness of these
strategies in fostering leadership capabilities and active citizenship; and third, to identify
the challenges and opportunities in implementing these approaches within the Islamic
educational environment. Thus, this research not only contributes theoretically but also
offers practical implications for the development of more inclusive and sustainable
education in Indonesia.
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2. Literature Review

The concept of Masyarakat Madani has historical roots in the Hijrah of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) from Mecca to Yathrib, which was later renamed Madinah, meaning “center of
civilization” (Effendy, 1999). This renaming symbolizes the goal of Prophet Muhammad and
his followers, both from the Muhajirin and the Ansar, to establish a civilized and orderly
society (Madjid, 1996). This change marked the transition from the era of Jahiliyah to the
era of Madaniyah.

The term "madani” is derived from "Madinah,” which means “city,” and is etymologically
related to "'madaniyah” or "tamaddun,” meaning ‘civilization” (Madjid, 1996). This term
reflects a pattern of civilized living, which in Arabic is called "madaniyah,” similar to
"hadlarah,” referring to the way of life in a particular place.

The term Masyarakat Madani was first introduced by Dr. Anwar Ibrahim, former Deputy
Prime Minister of Malaysia, at the Istiglal Festival in 1995. He referred to the concept of civil
society as articulated by the ancient Greek orator Cicero, who emphasized the existence of
a civilized political community with its own legal code (ius civile) (Raharjo, 1999).
Additionally, Naquib al-Attas, a historian and scholar of Islamic civilization from Malaysia,
also introduced the Arabic translation "mujtama’ madani,” sponsored by Anwar Ibrahim (M.
Hidayat, 2008). In Indonesia, Nurcholish Madjid is known as a pioneer of this term, with his
vision and spirit reflected in the name of the Paramadina Foundation (K. Hidayat, 1999).

In the context of Islam, Masyarakat Madani is a conceptualization of an ideal society
rooted in Arab cultural traditions and the socio-historical setting of the time of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). Intellectuals hold varying perspectives in defining the meaning,
structure, and concept of Masyarakat Madani.

When examining the terminology and concept of Masyarakat Madani, two critical
aspects must be understood: first, the principles of societal organization in Islam based on
interpretations of the Qur'an and Hadith; second, the historical context of the development
of Arab society from the pre-Islamic era to the Madinah period (Masudi, 1999).

Nurcholish Madjid defines Masyarakat Madani as a polite, civilized, and orderly society,
akin to the concept of civil society. The word "madani” means civilization or culture, sharing
etymological similarities with words like civil, polis, and politic, all of which refer to patterns
of orderly life in a city (Ubaedillah & Rozak, 2012).

Emil Salim, a former leader of the Masyarakat Madani Movement, emphasizes that the
substance of Masyarakat Madani has long existed in Indonesia’'s socio-political ethics,
characterized by egalitarianism and deliberation as mechanisms of substantive democracy
(M. Hidayat, 2008). Anwar Ibrahim describes Masyarakat Madani as a place where
democracy, freedom of expression, balance between individual freedom and social
stability, and governance based on the rule of law thrive. However, he acknowledges that
Islamic societies in Asia and Africa still fall short of these characteristics due to various social
and political challenges (M. Hidayat, 2008).

The concept of Masyarakat Madani, although originating from civil society, is also found
in Gelner's "High Islam,” which is relevant to the history of Islam in Southeast Asia,
particularly among Malay Muslims.

Across this body of literature, it is evident that the concept of Masyarakat Madani is not
only deeply rooted in Islamic tradition and history but also remains relevant in modern
contexts, reflecting the need for a civilized and orderly society amidst complex social and
political dynamics.
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3. Methods

31 Research Design

This study employs an exploratory case study design to understand the pedagogical
approaches and curricula implemented by Islamic schools in preparing their students as
future leaders of Masyarakat Madani. This design was chosen because it allows the
researcher to explore phenomena within their original context, providing in-depth insights
into the complex and multifaceted educational practices (Yin, 2014).

32 Sample/Participants

Participants in this study were purposively selected from several Islamic schools known for
their strong reputation in developing leadership qualities and civic engagement among
students. The selection of schools was based on specific criteria, including school
accreditation, the curriculum implemented, and student achievements in extracurricular
activities focused on leadership and active citizenship. The total participants include five
schools with varying numbers of students at each school, involving teachers, principals,
and several alumni who have demonstrated active leadership in society.

Table 1. Respondent Profile

Code School Respondent Position Number of Special Criteria
Respondents

S1  SchoolA Teacher 5 Accreditation A, integrative
curriculum

S2 School B Principal 1 Student achievements in leadership

S3  SchoolC  Alumni 3 Alumni active in community
organizations

S4  School D Teacher 4 Leadership-based extracurricular
activities

S5 SchoolE Teacher 4 Focus on citizenship education

33 Data Collection

Data were collected through a triangulation method, including semi-structured interviews,
classroom observations, and document analysis. Semi-structured Interviews. Interviews
were conducted with teachers, principals, and alumni to gain an in-depth understanding
of the pedagogical approaches used. These interviews were designed to elicit participants’
perspectives on the implementation of Masyarakat Madani principles in education.
Classroom Observations. Observations were conducted in several randomly selected
classes to directly observe how Masyarakat Madani values are integrated into the learning
process. The researcher observed interactions between teachers and students, the teaching
methods used, and student participation in class discussions and group activities.
Document Analysis. The documents analyzed included curricula, syllabi, lesson plans (RPP),
and records of extracurricular activities. This analysis aimed to identify how Masyarakat
Madani principles are articulated and operationalized in official school documents.

34 Data Analysis

Data were analyzed using thematic analysis, which involved coding the data, identifying
key themes, and grouping findings based on relevant themes. Thematic analysis enables
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the researcher to organize and interpret qualitative data systematically, facilitating the
identification of patterns and relationships among themes (Braun & Clarke, 2006). All data
collected from interviews, observations, and documents were analyzed in stages to ensure
the validity and reliability of the findings.

2.4 Ethical Considerations

This study adhered to ethical considerations by obtaining written consent from all
participants and institutions involved. All participants were fully informed about the
research objectives, procedures, and their rights as participants, including the right to
withdraw at any time without consequence. Participant confidentiality was ensured by
using anonymous codes and storing data in encrypted form. The study also received
approval from the university's research ethics committee to ensure that all procedures
comply with applicable ethical standards.

With this comprehensive methodology, the research is expected to provide deep
insights into educational practices that support the development of future leaders of
Masyarakat Madani in Indonesia, as well as offer practical recommendations for the
development of more inclusive and sustainable education.

4. Results

This study identified several innovative pedagogical approaches employed by Islamic
schools to prepare students as future leaders of Masyarakat Madani. Through interviews,
observations, and document analysis, several key themes emerged that illustrate how the
principles of Masyarakat Madani are integrated into the curriculum and daily educational
practices.

4.1 Conceptualization and Operationalization of Masyarakat Madani Principles
in the Curriculum

The schools studied demonstrated a strong commitment to integrating Masyarakat Madani
values, such as democracy, social justice, and active citizenship, into their curricula. For
instance, School A adopts an approach that combines religious teachings with secular
subjects, emphasizing Masyarakat Madani values. A teacher from School A explained:

"We ensure that every subject contains elements that encourage students to think
critically about social justice and democracy. Classroom discussions often involve real-
world issues relevant to Masyarakat Madani principles.” (Teacher S1)

This demonstrates the school's efforts to ensure that the concept of Masyarakat Madani
is not merely theoretical but also applied in students’ daily lives. Classroom observations
also revealed that collaborative learning methods and interactive discussions are
frequently used to teach these values.

4.2 CEffectiveness of Strategies in Fostering Leadership and Active Citizenship

The schools also emphasized the importance of extracurricular activities as a means of
developing students' leadership skills. At School B, extracurricular programs include
debates, scouting, and various student organizations designed to build leadership abilities
and active citizenship. The principal of School B highlighted:

"Extracurricular activities like debates, scouting, and student organizations are crucial
for building leadership skills. We see students become more confident and capable of
taking initiative after participating in these activities.” (Principal S2)

These activities provide students with opportunities to practice leadership skills in a
supportive and structured environment. At School D, teachers employ collaborative
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learning methods that involve all students, regardless of their social or academic
backgrounds. A teacher from School D noted:

"We always encourage active participation from all students and ensure that they feel
valued and heard. This is part of our efforts to foster a sense of community and inclusivity.”
(Teacher S4)

This approach aims to cultivate a sense of community and inclusivity, which are
essential values in Masyarakat Madani.

4.3 Challenges and Opportunities in Implementing the Approach

Despite many successes, the study also identified several challenges in implementing
Masyarakat Madani principles in Islamic schools. One major challenge is the limitation of
resources and support from the government. An alumnus from School C expressed:

"Although our school strives to implement Masyarakat Madani values, sometimes the
lack of financial support and facilities becomes a significant obstacle. We hope for more
attention from the government to the needs of Islamic schools.” (Alumni S3)

This challenge indicates that greater attention and support from the government are
necessary to meet the needs of Islamic schools and support their efforts in shaping future
leaders oriented towards Masyarakat Madani. On the other hand, support from the
surrounding community also plays a crucial role in the successful implementation of
Masyarakat Madani values. In some schools, parental and local community involvement in
school activities significantly contributes to creating a conducive educational
environment. A teacher from School E stated:

"We involve parents and the community in various school activities to ensure that the
education of Masyarakat Madani values happens not only in the classroom but also outside
the school environment." (Teacher S5)

This active community participation strengthens the application of these values in
students’ daily lives.

The findings of this study suggest that Islamic schools in Indonesia have great potential
in developing future leaders oriented toward Masyarakat Madani. The integration of
democratic values, social justice, and active citizenship into the curriculum, along with
leadership development through extracurricular activities, represents effective steps taken
by these schools.

However, the existing challenges, such as resource limitations, need to be addressed to
achieve more optimal results. Support from the government and other stakeholders is
crucial to strengthening the efforts of Islamic schools in preparing their students as future
leaders of Masyarakat Madani.

Community support and technological integration have also proven important in
supporting the education of Masyarakat Madani values. Parental and local community
involvement, as well as the use of technology in the learning process, can enrich students’
learning experiences and reinforce the application of these values in their daily lives. Thus,
this study not only provides theoretical contributions but also offers practical implications
for the development of more inclusive and sustainable education in Indonesia. A
collaborative effort from schools, the government, communities, and other stakeholders is
necessary to create an educational environment that supports the formation of a strong
and sustainable Masyarakat Madani.

5. Discussion

This study aimed to explore the pedagogical approaches and curricula employed by
I[slamic schools in Indonesia to prepare their students as future leaders of Masyarakat
Madani. This research is highly relevant given the critical role of education in shaping the
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character and leadership capabilities of the younger generation, as well as in supporting
social and political development in Indonesia.

The study found that Islamic schools have adopted several innovative approaches to
support the values of Masyarakat Madani. For instance, School A integrates religious
teachings with secular subjects, emphasizing the values of democracy, social justice, and
active citizenship. Collaborative learning methods and interactive discussions are
employed to teach these values. A teacher at School A stated, "We ensure that every subject
contains elements that encourage students to think critically about social justice and
democracy.”

These findings align with previous research, which highlighted the importance of
integrating Islamic values into education to shape *Masyarakat Madani* (Arsyad & Rama,
2019; Santoso, 2014). Research also underscores the significance of Islamic education in
shaping the moral and character of the nation (Zainuddin, 2018), while others evaluate the
role of teachers in forming a civil society through non-formal education (Ishak et al., 2021).

However, this study extends previous findings by emphasizing the importance of
extracurricular activities in developing leadership skills and active citizenship. For example,
at School B, extracurricular programs such as debates, scouting, and student organizations
are designed to build leadership abilities and active citizenship. The principal of School B
emphasized, "Extracurricular activities like debates, scouting, and student organizations are
crucial for building leadership skills.”

The integration of Masyarakat Madani values into the curriculum and daily educational
practices of Islamic schools can be understood through the framework of value education
and civic education theories. This approach enables students to not only understand these
values theoretically but also to practice them in their daily lives. This supports the findings,
which emphasized the balance between knowledge and spirituality and the role of moral
education in addressing modemity (Charis & Nuryansah, 2015; Gani, 2015).

While these findings demonstrate success in several areas, it is important to interpret
the results cautiously. The limitations of resources and government support are significant
challenges that can affect the effectiveness of implementing Masyarakat Madani values. An
alumnus from School C revealed, "The lack of financial support and facilities is a major
obstacle.” This highlights the need for sustained support from various stakeholders.

These findings have important theoretical and practical implications. Theoretically, this
research enriches the literature on Islamic education and the formation of Masyarakat
Madani. Practically, the results of this study can serve as a guide for developing more
inclusive and sustainable education policies. Islamic schools in Indonesia have great
potential to develop future leaders oriented toward Masyarakat Madani, as highlighted by
previous research, which discussed the importance of religious education reform and the
adaptation of Islamic institutions within local social and cultural contexts (Kadir et al., 2023;
Rochmat, 2002).

This study identifies several areas requiring further exploration. First, more in-depth
studies on the impact of government support on the implementation of Masyarakat
Madani values in Islamic schools. Second, research on the role of technology in supporting
the education of Masyarakat Madani values. Finally, longitudinal studies to evaluate the
long-term impact of these educational approaches on the character and leadership
development of students.

This research has some limitations, including a sample limited to certain Islamic schools
and data collection methods that may not capture all aspects of existing educational
practices. Therefore, the results of this study should be viewed in a broader context,
considering variations across schools and regions.

To address the existing limitations and challenges, several recommendations are
proposed. First, increasing financial support and facilities from the government for Islamic
schools. Second, developing training programs for teachers to integrate Masyarakat Madani
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values into the curriculum. Third, promoting active involvement of parents and local
communities in the educational process. Additionally, the use of technology in the learning
process can enrich students’ learning experiences and strengthen the application of these
values in daily life. These recommendations are expected to strengthen the efforts of
[slamic schools in preparing future leaders oriented toward Masyarakat Madani.

5. Conclusion

This study reveals that Islamic schools in Indonesia have significant potential in shaping
future leaders oriented toward Masyarakat Madani through the integration of democratic
values, social justice, and active citizenship into their curricula and extracurricular activities.
The schools studied have adopted innovative pedagogical approaches that combine
religious teachings with secular subjects and utilize collaborative learning methods to
effectively impart these important values.

However, the study also identifies several challenges, particularly concerning the
limitations of resources and government support. These challenges underscore the need
for greater attention from stakeholders, especially in terms of financial and facility support,
to enhance the effectiveness of education focused on developing leaders oriented toward
Masyarakat Madani.

The findings of this study contribute theoretically to the literature on Islamic education
and the concept of Masyarakat Madani. Practically, the results can serve as a guide for
formulating more inclusive and sustainable educational policies in Indonesia. The
approaches used by these schools can serve as a model for other educational institutions
in integrating value-based education and leadership relevant to local social and cultural
contexts.

However, this study has limitations, such as a limited sample and data collection
methods that may not fully capture all aspects of existing educational practices. For future
research, it is recommended to conduct more in-depth studies on the impact of
government support on the implementation of Masyarakat Madani values and further
exploration of the role of technology in supporting value-based education. Longitudinal
research is also needed to evaluate the long-term impact of these educational approaches
on the character and leadership development of students.

To achieve more optimal results, several steps need to be taken: increasing financial
support and facilities from the government, developing teacher training programs, and
promoting the involvement of parents and local communities in the educational process.
Additionally, more effective use of technology in learning can enrich students’ experiences
and strengthen the application of Masyarakat Madani values in daily life. With these
measures, Islamic schools in Indonesia can play a more significant role in producing future
leaders who contribute to the development of a strong and sustainable Masyarakat Madani.
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